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Contrasts in Wartime Population Growth 


HE war is exacting a high toll 
| from the Axis countries. At 
the same time that Germany 
and her satellites have been suffering 
mounting losses at the battle fronts, 
they have lost in large measure their 
ability to replenish their populations 
at home. On the other hand, the 
United States, Great Britain, and 
other Allied countries have achieved 
marked gains in the natural increase 
of their numbers since the beginning 
of the conflict. Evidence of these 
contrasting trends appears in the 
table on page 2, which shows the 
crude rate of natural increase—that 
is, the excess of the birth rate over 
the death rate—in 20 countries for 
the fateful decade 1933 to 1942. 
The natural increase of population 
in Germany has been declining year 
after year since the war began, the 
decline becoming more marked each 
year. The excess of the birth rate 
over the death rate dropped from 
8.1 per 1,000 population in 1939, 
the highest rate attained under the 
Hitler regime, to 2.9 in 1942, the 
lowest rate of natural increase in 
Germany for any year since the first 
World War. The decrease reflects, 
for the most part, the decline in the 
birth rate from 20.4 per 1,000 in 
1939, to 14.9 in 1942, and this despite 


Government pressure and incentives 
for larger families. Although official 
data are not at hand beyond 1942, 
there can be little doubt that the 
heavier concentration of men on the 
fighting fronts and the disruption of 
family life by evacuations, have 
further depressed the birth rate in 
1943, and that the large-scale bomb- 
ing of German cities has brought an 
increased death rate. 

Italy, which was still an Axis 
partner in 1942, likewise experienced 
a sharp drop in the rate of natural 
increase as the war progressed. The 
excess of births over deaths declined 
from 10.1 per 1,000 in 1939 to 6.1 in 
1942, a drop of about 40 percent. 
As was the case in Germany, the 
decline in population growth was due 
chiefly to a decrease in the birth rate. 

The other Axis satellites have 
likewise felt the impact of war, 
although they have not been affected 
nearly as much as Germany or Italy. 
In Hungary the éxcess of the birth 
rate over the death rate declined 
from 5.9 in 1939 to 5.2 in 1942. 
Data for Rumania, available only 
through 1941, showa steady decrease 
in population growth. In Bulgaria, 
however, the rate of natural increase 
rose slightly, but the figure in 1942 
was still below the prewar level. 
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As regards the occupied countries, risen since the beginning of the dea 
the situation is mixed. Denmark second World War to the highest thai 
actually experienced a considerable figure in two decades. A comparison 15 
increase in the margin between births of our experience with that for Ger- gro" 
and deaths through 1942. In the many is significant. In 1939 the Aus 
Netherlands there was a falling off rate of natural increase in Germany gree 
in the rate of increase at first, but exceeded ours by 21 percent; in 1942 U 
in 1942 the figure rose to 11.5 per the rate in our country was almost acct 
1,000, the prewar level. On the four times that in Germany. It is and 
other hand, Belgium and France are very probable that since then we rece 
facing serious depopulation. In have won an even larger margin. Uni 
Belgium, deaths have exceeded A similar story can be told for our inve 
births since 1940. A similar situa- Allies. Population growth in Canada fore 
tion has existed in France since 1935, during the war period parallels that inro 
which was sharply accentuated im- inourowncountry. The crude rate STON 
mediately after the capitulation of of natural increase among our north- will, 
that country in 1940. ern neighbors has increased steadily tinae 
Quite a different demographic from 10.7 per 1,000 in 1939 to 13.7 Ger 
picture is presented by the Allied per 1,000 in 1942. As we pointed pelle 
countries. Thecruderateofnatural out in last month’s STaTISTICAL peo} 
increase in the United States has BULLETIN, the excess of births over rapit 
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CrupE Rate oF NaTuRAL INCREASE IN TWENTY COUNTRIES shat 
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Germany!..........] 2.9 6.6 7.3 8.1 8.0 “1 7.2 rm (fl 3.5 hod 
aN 61| 7.0] 98] 101] 97| 87] 87] 94] 10.1] 10.0 their 
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United States....... 10.6 8.4 7.2 6.7 7.0 5.8 5.1 6.0 6.1 5.9 ; 
“ INR oo 60 co's b. nau 13.7} 12.2} 11.7] 10.7] 11.0 96] 103) 10.6) 111] 11.3 polit 
England and Wales..| 4.2 1.3 0.6 2.8 3.5 2.5 2.7 3.0 3.0 2.1 the f 
Scotland............ 5.1 3.4 2.2 4.5 5.1 3.7 4.5 4.6 5.1 4.4 9 
New Zealand........ 11.1} 13.0] 12.0 9.5 8.2 8.2 7.8 7.9 8.0 8.6 1 I 
. Australia. .......... 86} 89] 83] 78) 79] 80) 77] 71) 7.1 7.9 abov 
Northern Ireland....| 9.5 5.6 5.0 6.0 6.3 4.7 5.9 4.9 6.2 5.2 : 
Irish Free State... .. 83] 44] 49] 49] 58] 39] 52] 56] 63] 57 mg | 
ERS 55015 :01si8i5 xis 7.8 4.4 3.6 3.9 3.4 2.4 2.2 2.1 2.5 2.5 curre 
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Portugal............ 77| 63| 88| 109| 11.2] 110] 119] 113] 118] 118 tive 
highe 
*N ilable. 
Territory of 1937. dar 1 
*Rates include military deaths. The 
3Exclusive of Alsace-Lorraine, 1939-1942, 








~~ om CP 


. ose ae 





April 1944 


deaths in England in 1943 was more 
than 175,000, the highest in about 
15 years. Similarly, population 
growth in New Zealand, Scotland, 
Australia, and Northern Ireland was 
greater in 1942 than in 1939. 

Unfortunately, the lack of 
accurate vital statistics for China 
and Russia precludes a survey of 
recent population changes for the 
United Nations as a whole. The 
invasion of these countries by enemy 
forces has undoubtedly made deep 
inroads into their normal population 
growth. The high fertility in Russia 
will, however, soon mitigate the war- 
time population loss. Now that the 
German invaders are virtually ex- 
pelled from their soil, the Russian 
people should soon resume their 
rapid growth in numbers. 

It is noteworthy that some of the 
sharpest increases in population 
growth have occurred in the neutral 
countries. This situation has been 
brought about largely by the eco- 
nomic prosperity growing out of 
their wartime trade with the bel- 


STATISTICAL BULLETIN 3 


ligerent nations. In Sweden, for 
example, the excess of the birth 
rate over the death rate actually 
doubled between 1939 and 1942, 
and in Switzerland it more than 
doubled. The Irish Free State also 
shows a marked increase in popula- 
tion growth during the war period. 
Portugal, on the other hand, presents 
a downward trend. . 

Looking ahead, we may expect 
marked changes from the recent 
trends of population growth, both 
before the war is over and in the 
postwar years. The decline in the 
birth rate already in evidence in a 
number of countries, will very likely 
continue until the armed forces are 
demobilized, with a corresponding 
effect on the crude rate of natural 
increase. There is also good reason 
to believe that the general long-term 
downward trend in population 
growth characteristic of the prewar 
period, will be continued in postwar 
years in a number of countries of 
Western Europe and in other parts 
of the world. 


Higher Mortality in the First Quarter of 1944 


HE death rate among the Indus- 

trial policyholders of the Metro- 
politan Life Insurance Company for 
the first three months of 1944 was 
9.1 per 1,000, or nearly 8 percent 
above the figure for the correspond- 
ing part of 1943. March of the 
current year was the 18th consecu- 
tive month to show a death rate 
higher than that for the same calen- 
dar month of the preceding year. 
The rise in mortality thus far this 


year has been due chiefly to two 
factors: the increase in ‘‘war’’ deaths, 
and the effect of the epidemic of 
respiratory infectidns which broke 
out late in 1943 and continued into 
the first weeks of 1944. In January, 
when the deaths from influenza and 
pneumonia were at their peak, the 
death rate from all causes combined 
was the highest in 11 years and was 
about 15 percent above that for the 
corresponding month the year before. 
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Fortunately, the epidemic subsided 
rapidly, and as a consequence in 
February and March the excess in 
general mortality over 1943 was 
sharply reduced. 

Provisional data available for the 
general population of the United 
States show a picture similar to that 
for the insurance experience. Deaths 
were high in the beginning of 
January, dropped rapidly as the 
month advanced, and by the end 
of the quarter were as low as the 
average for the preceding three years. 

Special interest attaches to the 
trend of mortality by age. As the 
table on this page shows, the death 
rate among Metropolitan Industrial 
policyholders in the first quarter of 
the year exhibited a rise at virtually 
every period of life. The sharpest 
increases occurred among men in 
the age groups most directly affected 
by the war. As compared with the 
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first three months of last year, the 
mortality among white males rose 
24 percent at ages 25 to 34, 60 
percent at 15 to 19, and it almost 
doubled at 20 to 24. Among white 
females the largest relative increase 
came at the adolescent ages 15 to 
19, and amounted to 23 percent. 
The recent epidemic of upper 
respiratory infections took a con- 
siderable toll of life before it had 
spent its force. In January of this 
year the death rate for influenza 
was five times as high as in the 
previous year, and exceeded any rate 
registered since the widespread 
epidemic in the winter of 1936-1937. 
Since January, the influenza mortal- 
ity has dropped sharply, and by 
March it had returned to approxi- 
mately last year’s level. Pneumonia 
mortality increased during the 
epidemic, but the use of the sulfa 
drugs and serum treatment un- 





DEATH RATES PER 100,000 From ALL, CAUSES. 
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” R N NG 
DEATH RATE PER 100,000 = veg ad — 4 

— WHITE MALEs Waitt FEMALES 
7 White White 
Males Females 

1944 1943 1944 1943 
Ages 0 to 74 928.9 831.1 747.8 689.3 +11.8 + 8.5 
Under 5 §24.2 516.2 429.4 412.1 + 1.5 + 4.2 
5 to9 96.6 109.4 74.9 64.4 —11.7 +16.3 
10 to 14 87.0 72.3 60.6 54.6 +20.3 +11.0 
15 to 19 259.4 161.7 100.8 82.1 +60.4 +22.8 
20 to 24 738.9 373.2 143.6 134.0 +98.0 + 7.2 
25 to 34 427.9 344.8 206.6 189.6 +24.1 + 9.0 
35 to 44 607.0 640.0 380.5 377.3 — 5.2 + 8 
45 to 54 1,463.2 1,444.5 838.4 824.6 + 1.3 + 1.7 
55 to 64 3,270.0 3,245.7 2,019.9 1,951.7 + 7 + 3.5 
65 to 74 7,582.5 7,006.8 5,600.7 4,979.0 + 8.2 +12.5 
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doubtedly played a role in keeping 
the figure below that for the earlier 
influenza epidemic. For the first 
three months of 1944 the pneumonia 
death rate among the policyholders 
was 57.0 per 100,000, or less than one 
half that in the first quarter of 1937. 

The increase in respiratory condi- 
tions was accompanied by some rise 
in the deaths from the degenerative 
diseases. For example, cerebral 
hemorrhage was up 2.2 percent, 
diseases of the coronary arteries and 
angina pectoris 2.6 percent, and 
other chronic heart diseases 3.2 
percent. Cancer and diabetes also 
showed somewhat higher death rates 
than last year. 

Another unfavorable development 
which may have been associated, in 
part at least, with the increased 
incidence of respiratory conditions, 
was the rise in the mortality from 
tuberculosis. Each month, so far 
in 1944, has registered a higher death 
rate for this cause than the corre- 
sponding month a year ago. For 
the first three months of the year the 
excess in mortality was 7.8 percent. 
Not since the winter of 1936-1937 
has the rate for tuberculosis been 
above the previous year’s figure for 
three consecutive months. At that 
time the tuberculosis mortality im- 
proved with the subsidence of the 
respiratory conditions, and by the 
end of 1937 it had declined to a new 
minimum. Whether this experience 
will be repeated this year is problem- 
atical. Concern has been expressed 
that present employment opportuni- 
ties might bring back into the labor 
market tubercular individuals who 
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have not completed their cure, or 
keep at their jobs those who should 
be under treatment, with an in- 
evitable rise in mortality. Cer- 
tainly, the trend of tuberculosis in 
the coming months will be watched 
with interest, and the danger signal 
should not go unheeded. 

The record for the children’s dis- 
eases has also been somewhat un- 
favorable so far in 1944. Measles, 
scarlet fever, diphtheria, and 
diarrhea and enteritis all show higher 
rates than a year ago. Whooping 
cough alone has a lower rate than in 
1943. Cerebrospinal meningitis, 
which was higher in 1943 than in 
1942, continued to rise during the 
first quarter of this year. The death 
rate for the first three months was 
3.7 per 100,000, or about 60 percent 
higher than last year. 

Two of the three months, so far, 
in 1944 have registered higher death 
rates for the puerperal diseases. For 
the quarter the rate is 4.2 per 100,000 
as compared with 4.1 a year ago. 
This would indicate a somewhat 
higher maternal mortality inasmuch 
as the birth rate has been decreasing 
in recent months. 

Among the external causes of 
death, homicides alone have made 
a better record this year than last. 
Suicides, after registering a very low 
rate in 1943, were up slightly; acci- 
dents increased 12.3 percent, and 
war deaths (enemy action) more 
than doubled. A large part of the 
rise in accidental deaths for the first 
three months of the year has resulted 
from an increase in motor vehicle 
fatalities. 
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Longevity of the American People at a Peak in 1942 


HE average length of life of the 

American people in 1942, corre- 
sponding to the mortality conditions 
then current, was 64.82 years, the 
highest on record to date. This new 
figure represents a gain of more than 
151% years since the beginning of the 
century, when the average length of 
life was only 494 years. Compara- 
tive figures for the expectation of 
life at birth and at age 40 for several 
periods since 1°00 are shown in 
Table 1 below. Details according 
to age, race, and sex in 1942 are 
set forth in Table 2. 

In the white population, the aver- 
age length of life of males increased 
by 1514 years since 1900, while the 
gain for females was somewhat 
greater—namely, 171% years. Even 


at age 40 the average after-lifetime 
increased by 214 years for white 
males and 424 years for white females. 
Among colored persons, too, the 
advance in average length of life 
was very appreciable, being 2134 
years for males and 23 years for 
females. However, there is still 
substantial room for improvement in 
this group of our population, for 
their average length of life in 1942— 
namely, 5414 years for males and 58 
years for females—was about the 
level of that for white persons more 
than two decades earlier. As com- 
pared with white persons in 1942, 
colored persons of each sex had an 
average length of life shorter by 
about 10 years. 

Because of the high mortality in 





TABLE 1—EXPECTATION OF LIFE AT BIRTH AND AT AGE 40 IN THE UNITED STATES, 
ACCORDING TO COLOR AND SEX, FOR SELECTED PERIODS FROM 1900 To 1942 

















BIRTH AcE 40 
YEAR 
OR WHITE CoLorEpD* WHITE CoLoRED* 
PERIOD 
Males Females Males Females Males Females Males Females 
19427 63.65 68.61 54.28 58.00 30.27 33.86 25.92 28.51 


1939-1941} | 62.81 | 67.29 | 52.26 
1930-1939 | 60.62 | 64.52 | 50.06 
1929-1931 | 59.12 | 62.67 | 47.55 
1920-1929f | 57.85 | 60.62 | 46.90 
1919-1921 | 56.34 | 58.53 | 47.14 
1909-1911§ | 50.23 | 53.62 | 34.05 
1901-1910§ | 49.32 | 52.54 | 32.57 
1900-1902§ | 48.23 | 51.08 | 32.54 


55.56 | 30.03 | 33.25 | 25.06 | 27.19 
52.62 | 29.57 | 32.24 | 24.65 | 26.11 
49.51 | 29.22 | 31.52 | 23.36 | 24.30 
47.95 | 29.35 | 30.97 | 24.55 | 24.67 
46.92 | 29.86 | 30.94 | 26.53 | 25.60 
37.67 | 27.43 | 29.26 | 21.57 | 23.34 
35.65 | 27.55 | 29.28 | 22.23 | 23.81 
35.04 | 27.74 | 29.17 | 23.12 | 24.37 





Gain: 1900— 
1902 to 1942 | 15.42 17.53 21.74 

















22.96 2.53 4.69 2.80 4.14 




















Notre—The life tables for 1942 were prepared in the Statistical Bureau of the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company on the basis of unpublished data furnished by the United States Census Bureau. 
*Data for periods from 1900 to 1931 and 1939 to 1941 relate to Negroes only. 


yContinental United States. 
tRegistration States of 1920. 
§Original Death Registration States. 
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TABLE 2—ExXPECTATION OF LIFE AND MorTALItTy RATE PER 1,000, at SPECIFIED AGEs, 
BY COLOR AND SEX, GENERAL POPULATION IN THE UNITED STATES, 1942* 








EXPECTATION OF LIFE 


MorTAuity RATE PER 1,000 





AcE WHITE CoLoRED 


Total 


WHITE COLORED 
Total 





Persons 





Persons 


Males | Females} Males |Females Males {Females | Males |Females 





0 | 64.82 | 63.65 | 68.61 | 54.28 | 58.00 | 42.04 | 42.99 | 33.79 | 71.57 | 58.93 
1 66.65 | 65.49 | 69.99 | 57.42 | 60.60 | 3.97 | 3.69 | 3.36] 7.26] 6.33 
2 65.91 | 64.73 | 69.23 | 56.84 | 59.98 | 2.10 | 2.09 1.76 | 3.57 | 2.88 
3 | 65.05 | 63.86 | 68.35 | 56.04 | 59.16 1.63 1.67 1.34} 2.39] 2.41 
4 | 64.15 | 62.97 | 67.44 | 55.18 | 58.30 1.31 1.31 Liz 1.94 1.85 
> 63.24 | 62.05 | 66.51 | 54.28 | 57.41 1.10 1.12 94 1.63 1.45 
10 | 58.51 | 57.34 | 61.74 | 49.63 | 52.70 74 85 33 1.21 .88 
15 | 53.75 | 52.61 | 56.92 | 45.01 | 48.04 1.22 1.30 19 | 2.51 2.46 
20 | 49.15 | 48.02 | 52.19 | 40.73 | 43.81 2.01 2.12 1.25 | 4.78 | 4.57 
25 + 44.67 | 43.55 | 47.53 | 36.81 | 39.86 | 2.44 | 2.47 1.59 | 6.49] 5.43 
30 | 40.21 | 39.07 | 42.92 | 33.04 | 35.94 | 2.80 | 2.69 1.91 7.98 | 6.37 
35 | 35.80 | 34.62 | 38.35 | 29.41 | 32.14 | 3.61 3.50 | 2.50} 9.93 | 8.02 
40 | 31.49 | 30.27 | 33.86 | 25.92 | 28.51 4.96 | 4.99 | 3.38 | 12.58 | 10.93 


45 | 27.33 | 26.10 | 29.48 | 22.66 | 25.16 | 7.12 7.55 | 4.85 | 17.39 | 14.29 
50 | 23.38 | 22.18 | 25.25 | 19.80 | 22.08 | 10.37 | 11.42 7.10 | 24.24 | 19.77 
55 19.68 | 18.56 | 21.21 | 17.29 | 19.42 | 14.87 | 16.99 | 10.41 | 29.64 | 25.91 
60 16.24 | 15.25 | 17.42 | 14.85 | 17.01 | 21.66 | 25.13 | 16.21 | 34.73 | 31.64 
65 13.12 | 12.30 | 13.95 | 12.55 | 14.85 | 32.08 | 36.92 | 25.44 | 47.04 | 41.83 
70 10.35 | 9.69 | 10.87 | 10.72 | 13.12 | 47.15 | 53.24 | 40.04 | 61.98 | 50.24 
75 7.92 7.39 | 8.19 | 9.07 | 11.39 | 69.13 | 77.10 | 62.66 | 69.05 | 54.51 
80 5.86 | 5.45 5.97 7.16 | 9.45 |108.62 |120.00 |102.83 | 84.72 | 62.79 






































*Computed in the Statistical Bureau of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, on the basis of 
unpublished data furnished by the United States Census Bureau. 


the first year of life, children who 
have attained 1 year of age have an 
even greater expectation of life than 
newborn babies. Thus the average 
for white and colored of both sexes 
combined, at age 1 year in 1942, was 
66.65 years, almost two years more 
than at birth. In particular, white 
girl babies celebrating their first 
birthday have, on an average, 70 
years of life before them. This 
means that the average age at death 
for these babies will be 71 years, 
exceeding the proverbial three score 
and ten. In fact, according to 
modern mortality conditions, the 
average age at death for all white 
females, once they have passed their 


first birthday anniversary, is greater 
than 70 years. Among white males, 
the average age at death will be 
greater than 70 only for those who 
have reached their 40th birthday. 
The average age at death for persons 
of any present age may be found 
from Table 2 by adding the expecta- 
tion of life to the present age. 

A very large “proportion of the 
persons now at work will live to the 
usual retirement age. Thus, age 65 
will be attained by more than two 
thirds of the persons now between 
25 and 35, by almost three quarters 
of those now 45, and by four fifths 
of persons 55 years old. The number 
of years remaining after 65 is quite 
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appreciable; for the average person 
it is 13.12 years, while for those in a 
state of health better than average 
the outlook is even more favorable. 

The right-hand half of Table 2 
shows the mortality rates according 
to age, race, and sex in 1942; the 
figures do not include military or 
civilian deaths overseas. White 
females in the first year of life had 
the exceptionally low death rate of 
33.79 per 1,000 births, the corre- 
sponding figure for white males being 
42.99. The rates for the colored 
were about 75 percent greater than 
for the white in the case of females, 
and 66 percent greater for males. 
For each race and sex group the 
mortality rates in the first year of 
life were down to less than one third 
what they were at the beginning of 
the century. 

Exceptionally low mortality rates, 


Marriage in Relation to 


HE high marriage rate in the 

United States and the tendency 
of American men to marry at an 
early age, reflect in large part the 
generally favorable economic con- 
ditions which normally prevail here. 
For, as the present study clearly 
demonstrates, economic security is 
conducive to marriage. The figures 
in the accompanying table, pre- 
pared from data in the 1940 Census, 
show that the highest proportion of 
married men are found in those 
groups which in general have the 
steadiest and most satisfactory 
income. The table shows, sepa- 
rately for men and women, the pro- 
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less than one per 1,000, were experi- 
enced by white males at each year 
of age from 7 to 12, by white females 
from 5 to 17, and by colored females 
from 8 to 10. , 

Evidence at hand indicates that 
the record for American longevity 
established in 1942 was not equalled 
in 1943, and probably will not be in 
1944. The advantages of our high 
standards of living and of medical 
care were still available to the 
general population in the first year 
of war. However, as the conflict 
wears on, there are increasing de- 
mands upon the civilian economy 
and upon the personnel devoted to 
the care of its health. It is to be 
expected that living and working 
under wartime conditions exacts its 
toll on the home front. Neverthe- 
less, the current health and mortality 
levels are favorable. 


Socio-Economic Status 


portion who had been married by 
1940, according to age and socio- 
economic group, with further detail 
as to employment status. 

Of special interest are the Settee 
for employed males, since they are 
the chief breadwinners for the fam- 
ilies of the Nation. The figures show 
that by the time these men reached 
age 35, three quarters of them had 
been married. The proportion 
varies, of course, from one socio- 
economic group to another. At the 
top of the list are farmers, among 
whom more than five sixths had 
left bachelorhood by 35. The in- 


centive for farmers to marry early 
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is obvious; they have to depend so 
largely upon their own family for 
labor power and companionship. 
Next in rank to farmers is a mixed 
group consisting of proprietors, man- 
agers, and officials, among whom, 
at ages 25 to 34, four fifths had been 
married. The high ranking of this 
class may be attributed, in part, to 
the relatively stable and satisfactory 
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income it enjoys. In this regard, 
it is significant that after age 35 
this socio-economic group ranks first 
with respect to proportion married. 

Among employed males at ages 
25 to 34 years, there follow in 
sequence the groups of skilled 
workers, semiskilled workers, and 
laborers, other than those on farms. 
Again, this ranking may be inter- 





PERCENT OF PERSONS IN THE EXPERIENCED LABOR ForcE* WHo Hap EvER MARRIED, 
AccoRDING To Socio-Economic CLass, EMPLOYMENT STATUS, SEX, AND AGE, 
UNITED STaTEs, 1940 



























































MALES FEMALES 
ee ee 
LASS 
sts | asec | SS 1 os-ce | wee | SO 
| 
EMPLOYED 
Met) IE 5 oso sob acdcscness 74.1 88.4 91.8 54.4 | 70.8 73.8 
PNM iS nts acca xis aiaisei OR eG 84.2 90.9 93.4 77.4 87.0 89.9 
Proprietors, managers, officials}...} 81.6 92.9 95.2 69.2 82.1 83.7 
Skilled workers..............-.. 80.2 91.6 94.3 61.2 77.6 77.3 
Semiskilled workers............. 76.4 89.4 92.7 66.9 82.8 81.3 
Laborers, other than farm........ 72 85.8 88.7 65.9 84.2 86.8 
Professional persons............. 68.9 87.9 91.7 33.4 44.5 43.1 
Clerks and kindred workers....... 69.3 87.9 92.1 46.6 61.2 62.0 
Servant classes...............-.. 64.8 77.3 83.9 62.7 80.5 82.2 
, 52.8 66.4 73.2 73.2 87.8 93.0 
ME odin dain news savas an 74.4 88.0 91.3 65.3 80.8 81.2 
SEEKING WorRK 

BGe, CRABB. os ose nec cccse cee 54.6 73.4 82.4 52.6 74.1 75.9 
PN in Wie cuit: 76.9 86.2 91.3 76.1 88.3 88.6 
Proprietors, managers, officialsf...| 64.2 83.1 91.2 55.0 74.7 74.7 
Skilled workers................. 62.2 78.8 87.4 50.0 74.4 73.8 
Semiskilled workers............. 58.6 76.0 84.6 56.5 78.8 79.2 
Laborers, other than farm........ 56.5 71.6 78.7 59.4 81.3 86.5 
Professional persons............. 44.0 71.2 84.5 39.2 ef 58.8 
Clerks and kindred workers....... 43.8 69.3 83.0 38.0 59.0 58.1 
Servant classes.................. 50.4 65.6 72.6 64.9 83.1 83.6 
Farm laborers...............-- 52.5 67.7 75.8 73.3 89.7 95.2 
PN 6). chee Races sce des en 44.4 66.9 80.5 49.3 74.8 78.9 


























*Excluding persons on public emergency work. 
tExcluding farm proprietors. 
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preted in the light of income levels, 
the proportion married decreasing 
with a stepping down in socio-eco- 
nomic class. Falling below nonfarm 
laborers in rank are the professional 
men and the class consisting of clerks 
and kindred workers. The low pro- 
portion for professionals at ages 
from 25 to 34 years reflects in large 
measure the effect of the postpone- 
ment of marriage which this group 
usually experiences while careers are 
being started. This is evident from 
the fact that whereas at these ages 
only two thirds of the employed pro- 
fessional men had ever been married, 
at ages 45 and over the ratio is 
nine tenths, or just at the level for 
all classes combined. 

The low proportions in the servant 
group may be attributed in part to 
the fact that many of these people 
must live where they work, hence 
the unmarried are more apt to be 
employed. It may also be that 
many in this class, sheltered and fed 
in the homes of their employers, do 
not feel keenly the need to marry 
and set up a home of their own. 
Among the farm laborers, just about 
half at ages 25 to 34 had ever been 
married. One reason for this low 
figure is that many farm laborers 
enter the ranks of farm owners or 
tenants after they marry. 

Among males seeking work in 
1940 the proportions of ever-married 
were appreciably lower than among 
those employed. Thus, at ages 25 to 
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34, little more than half of those 
seeking work had been married, 
against three fourths of those em- 
ployed. A corresponding situation 
is found when the figures are com- 
pared for each age group within the 
several socio-economic groups; a 
single exception is observed for farm 
laborers, for whom the figures for the 
employed and those seeking work 
are not far different. 

Of the females in the experienced 
labor force in 1940, a little more than 
half of those at ages 25 to 34 and 
about three quarters of those at the 
higher ages had ever been married. 
The variation of the ratios according 
to socio-economic group for females 
follows rather closely that for males. 
A note of particular interest is that 
the proportion of ever-married is 
much lower for professional women 
than for any other class: only one 
third at ages 25 to 34 and not much 
more than two fifths at ages 35 
and over. 

In the present employment situ- 
ation, with the opportunities offered 
to married women to supplement the 
family income, the proportions of 
married women in the various socio- 
economic groups are undoubtedly 
much higher than those observed at 
the time of the census of 1940. This 
must be particularly the case in 
those groups where the ratios were 
low, as among professional workers, 
clerks and kindred workers, and 
skilled workers. 
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Comparative Data on the Causes of Death 
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Among Industrial Policyholders 


The following table shows the 
mortality among Industrial policy- 
holders for March 1944 and March 


DgatH RaTEs* PER 100,000 PoLicyHOLDERS FROM SELECTED CAUSES. 
WEEKLY PREMIUM-PAYING INDUSTRIAL BUSINESS 
METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
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1943, together with the death rates 
for the first three months of 1944, 
1943, and 1942. 



































ANNUAL RATE PER 100,000 PoLicyHOLDERS* 
Year to Date: 
CAUSES OF DEATH sii aiite End of March 
1944 1943 

1944 1943 1942 
Att, CAUSES—TOTAL...........-.4- 879.4 | 850.7 | 912.1 846.9 | 810.0 
Cy ee eee 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 
RL Chistes antowsicccea saa oes 15 a 1.4 5 6 
PE oo ns dices cdewocgee ews .6 i - 6 4 6 
Whooping cough................... 2 1.4 ~ 1.4 1.0 
0 errs ore 9 .6 9 8 .6 
I pe PR sa Sukaia hi sos andro 10.0 8.7 25.0 9.3 7.6 
Pneumonia (all forms).............. 44.8 50.5 57.0 50.3 41.7 
Tuberculosis (all forms)............. 44.7 42.6 44.0 40.8 43.8 
Tuberculosis of respiratory system..| 40.3 38.8 39.8 31.2 39.7 
oe Oh a oo tk goes Pe acdiosic 10.2 10.1 10.7 10.9 10.8 
Cancer (all forms)................. 109.9 | 106.7 110.8 | 109.7 106.5 
Diabetes mellitus................... 31.6 28.8 33.8 31.4 31.5 
Cerebral hemorrhage................ 77.8 70.9 74.5 72.9 66.3 

Diseases of the coronary arteries and 
ee 68.1 63.8 70.3 68.5 65.3 
Other chronic heart diseasesf........ 183.9 193.2 199.0 | 192.9 178.4 
Diarrhea and enteritis.............. 3.1 3.0 S| 2.9 3.7 
Appendicitis...................206- S.i 4.9 5.2 5.5 5.5 
Chronic nephritis........... praeeSones 52.4 51.6 54.9 55.5 57.6 
Puerperal state—total.............. 4.4 : * 4.2 4.1 4.8 
PME ni oc Ssh aha s an oso Wide 5.5 7.0 6.5 29 Pe | 
Oe ere eer 2.0 3.0 2.6 3.8 4.0 
Accidents—total...............0.-. 55.5 49.2 53.7 47.8 49.6 
Home accidents.................. cB i ae 2.3 13.9 13.9 
Occupational accidents........... I 5.5 3.2 6.6 6.0 
Motor vehicle accidents........... 16.5 13.3 16.0 12.2 20.7 
War deaths (enemy action)......... 28.1 11.3 26.4 11.3 3.2 
All other causes of death............ 139.2 139.1 126.3 120.4 | 116.9 








*The rates for 1944 are subject to slight correction, since they are based on provisional estimates of 


lives exposed to risk. 


tInternational List (1940) titles 92, 93 (c), (d), (e), and 95. 


Correspondence on the subjects discussed in these BULLETINS may be 


addressed to: The Editor, 
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Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
1 Madison Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 





MORTALITY FROM ALL CAUSES 


































































































METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT, WEEKLY PREMIUM-PAYING BUSINESS 
DEATH RATES PER |000-ANNUAL BASIS (1944 figures are provisional) 
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